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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 23, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Director of Planning & Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
and several others who did not speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Colby said the Board is going to a Monday, Wednesday, and Friday format for these 2 p.m. meetings. 
Cancelling tomorrow. This will give more time for discussion if need be.  
 
Branley updated attendees citing a total of 1588 cases in New Hampshire, with 550 recovered and 48 
deaths. Cheshire County has 33 cases. He noted a judge has dismissed the lawsuit brought by the 
legislature with regard to accepting funds from the Federal government. He said that the Department of 
Unemployment released data and Swanzey is listed at 13.2% for those unemployed, which is one of 
lowest rates. Keene, Troy, and Winchester are around 15%, Chesterfield at a lower level at 8%.  
 
Bachler said he attended the kickoff meeting of the Governor’s task force to re-open the economy.  He 
said the Governor stated the desire is to reopen sector by sector. He noted there was mention of some 
geographic areas opening sooner which have fewer cases. Cheshire County is adjacent to Massachusetts 
which has a higher rate of virus cases so thus might re-open more slowly. Coordination will be with 
public health officials. He said the Governor spoke about taking a regional approach so that the northern 
states work in concert with each other to open up recreational areas. In the event of a potential surge in 
the fall, task force could set the stage for dealing with that so as not to have a complete shutdown once 
again. Bachler said the group will be meeting almost on a daily basis for next two weeks. They will advise 
the governor on next steps. There will be presentations at these meetings from different sectors from 
the economy. Meetings are open to the public.  Max participants are 500 and this first meeting met that 
maximum so that some people were not able to join the meeting. NH Department of Business and 
Economic Affairs will have information about the meetings.  
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Branley asked about any extension of stay-at-home order past the May 4th date? Bachler said there was 
nothing specific about this, but his sense was that there may be an extension with certain components 
of the economy able to open.  
 
Branley spoke about Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). He said there is a Webinar with 
FEMA tomorrow afternoon – as to what they will be doing and providing assessments on spending. 
Branley will be attending that meeting and he mentioned it to Finance Director Theresa Lounder.  
 
Bernard said she would be attending a Remote Pubic Meetings webinar tomorrow and will share any 
new information that comes from the meeting. 
 
Hutwelker thanked Gomarlo for quickly responding with information regarding access to the 
unemployment office to folks who need that information. 
 
Hutwelker said he was proud of the Zoning Board of Adjustment members and Vice Chair Mulhearn in 
the manner they conducted themselves on Monday night and the way Michael Branley and Matthew 
Bachler managed the meeting. They were gracious to the citizens of Swanzey and we all should be proud 
of the way Swanzey is represented by the staff and volunteers. 
 
Branley reminded late joiners of the new schedule. 
 
Colby thanked everyone and the meeting ended. 
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on May 6, 2020  
 


